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tone of Soviet official newspaper comment on his April 1>6 front / Edit Other
peace speech before American editors. Sioe Page Page Page
The President and his advisers, ; - " ol i i
it was reliably stated, “are tremen- Date: ‘

dously impressed,” by the fact that
for the first time in many years a
speech by a U.S. President has been
presented in its entirety tq the peo-
ples of the Soviet Union.

A member of th: White House
staff described that event as “the
- biggest breach we have made in the
_curtain,

“It looks promising,” he concluded.

After his press secretary, James
C. Hagerty, had consulted him, Mr.
Eisenhower authorized Hagerty to|}
issue a statement on the editorial|?
published in Pravda, organ of the||
Soviet Communist Party.

MILDER ¥ONE CITED

The same editorial wag printed in

Izvestia, Soviet government journal,
and in othér newspapers of the Sov-
iet Union,
‘ “Its milder tone,” said Hagerty
’with presidential approval, “is a
welcome change from the usual vi-
|tupertion against the United States
and the free world.

“It is also significant that world-
wide interest in the President's
i peace speech caused the Soviet lead-
"ers to reprint it in full for the Rus-
‘sian people.

“‘Of course, the Pravda editorial
cannot be considered a substitute for{
,an  official action by the Soviet|
leaders, i

“Maybe this editorial is & first|
‘iffpufgw;:g :vo:l‘:ith\:vr;ﬁ i‘;’;‘g:z: t’i-wglcome--any U.S. step directed at
'wa'Lit for the definite steps that must friendly sett&ement”otf tropblesome
be made if the Soviet leaders are| Problems. It even "zet ;‘fi]thfsym'
sincerely interested in a co-operative| pathy” the "President's bi or a
solution to world problems. genuine, complete peace in Asia and

oy in the rest of ‘the world. It pro-
f the Sovigt Iegders take such| qaimed that Soviet: government’s
steps, they will find the United readiness for serious, businesslike
Btates and the other free mations,; ;.. g5ion in direct talks with the
as always, ready to work unceas-i(jiinq States, ér wiin the United
ingly for peace.” | Nations fmmework:

The first report of the Soviet press! Tme’ spectaculu*”ﬂﬁvxet ediforial
‘comment reached the White House| contained one ‘poloted xcriticism. * It
‘early Saturday morning. . protested that the

It was soon followed by a report-speech, while saying -the United
from the U.S. ambassador in Mos- }Stales would-garry a jyst share in
cow, Charles E, Bohlen, quoting the} sgl-ving,gntematxonal difficulties,
text of the Pravda statement.

WHAT SOVIET SAID

While House offj mls
!promptly that the

GIFT FROM REDS
Pfc. Howard L. Witt of Bar-
tlesville, Okla., display: a wrist.
watch given him by Commu-
nists before he was taken to
Panmunjom with the fifth
group of exchanged sick and
wounded prisoners. (AP Wire-
photo via Radio from Tokyo)

[ Prime Minister Malenkov's govern-

speech.

' wnth any definite proposal.
DISC‘ S8 STATEMENT
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* \

‘the ball to President Eisenhower, he’
i Soviet news apers, was
jof leading Soviet newspap 'threw it right back at th ,

~HE nak maiw!r UA TSt rxbly ‘&'m!

ver invited them to spell ocut their|
uggestions for a ‘world settiement.
The statement the President su-

or of the Centra] Intelligence An-
|fy; C. D. JdcCkson,

| fence agency,

'ment to President Eisenhower's|

The Spviet comment promised to

J?resident' ‘

'failed to, reinforce that statement

prevedE or-Relcasess Gl

:spread across the entire front pages  th gsr official newspaper have tossed!

horized Hagerty to distribute was
iscussed at an early-morning White
ouse meeting. Present were Mr.
Cisenhower, Allen Dulles, the direc-

Pecial assistant for psychological
arfare, and Hagerty.

Meanwhile, the State Department
a8 thrown into more than wmsual
onfusion regarding the advasace re-
ease of the text of a speech’by Act-
ng Sec. of State Walter Bedell
Bmith, former chief o! the inteHi-

Smith’s speech was handed to
ewsmen at 6 p.m. Friday (Chicago
ime). It was for publication Satur-
lay at 2 p.m., when the acting sec-
etary was to deliver it at the con-
ocation exercises of the University
f New Hampshire in Durham, N.H."

Friday at midnight, his State De-
bartment aids began telephoning
Bmith, informing him of the surpris-
ngly temperate comment the fore-
nost Soviet newspapers were pub-
ishing on President Eisenhower's
peech.

An hour after midnight, the State
Department put a temporary “stop’
n the advance text of Smith’s ad-
iress.

In the meantime, the news
brompted Smith to say he would
evise his speech.

The news from Moscow had out-
lated some of Smith's prepared
itatements such as: “We don’t yet
know much about reactions (to the
President’'s speech) in Communist
ountries. We know the Soviet press
bnd radio carried brief summary.”
Smith’s prepared speech offered
ussia a choice between America's
‘open hand or the closed glove.”
t sounded like an option between
American good will or the mailed
ist. .

“The open hand,” ran the speech,
‘i extended in a sincere Festure
or eace The fist is clenched in

m&&mo

Fime, still weédded to an sarchalc
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oncept of power. It is up to them



